
Who Are the “One Million” Workers the Democrats Refer To? 
 
• Some Democrats make it sound like Congress has not helped some of the 

unemployed, referring to a special group of “one million” persons.   
 
• Despite such assertions, all of these one million already have been helped 

by the Federal extended benefits program created in March 2002.   
 
• All are part of the four million unemployed workers who already have 

received a total of $11 billion in Federal extended unemployment 
benefits. 

 
• All already have received temporary Federal extended benefits that 

average $250 per week, generally for 13 weeks (on top of the generally 
26 weeks of regular State benefits they received before). 

 
o That $250 per week in temporary Federal extended benefits 

times 13 weeks equals an average of about $3,250 in total 
Federal extended benefits per person.   

 
o That’s on top of an average of $6,500 in regular State 

unemployment benefits for a total of almost $10,000 in Federal 
and State unemployment benefits covering 39 weeks – that is, 9 
months – in every State. 

 
• Some in “high unemployment” States, including 13 States during 2002 

(AK, AR, CA, ID, MA, MI, NV, NJ, NC, OR, PA, WA, WI) and three 
States currently (AK, OR, WA), have received up to 26 weeks of Federal 
extended benefits, or a total of up to 52 weeks of unemployment benefits 
counting 26 weeks of prior regular State unemployment benefits.  Many 
also are eligible for 13 more weeks of Federal/State extended benefits, 
for a total of 65 weeks or 15 months of unemployment benefits. 

 
• States also could provide more help to this group using the $8 billion in 

surplus Federal funds provided them in March 2002.  
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